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Coastwide Stock Status

Slide: ASMFC



ASMFC Management Actions

Period TAC (mt)
2013-2014 170,800

2015-2016 187,880

2017 200,000

2018-2020 216,000

2021-2022 194,400

2023-2025 233,550

VA allocation: 75.21%
Purse seine reduction: 90.04%
Purse seine bait: 8.38%
Non-purse seine bait: 1.58%

• Coastwide Total Allowable Catch (TAC)
− Stock p ro je ctions
− Risk to le rance  of ove rfishing

• O ctob e r 2025
− 2026 TAC: 186,840 mt (-20%) 
− Re visit TAC se tting  fo r 2027-2028 ne xt ye ar
− Initiate  Ad d e nd um – e xp lore  CB cap  chang e s 



Chesapeake Bay Focus

• 2023 Senate Bill 1388 (Sen. L. Lewis)
− Introd uced  Jan 11, VIMS shall stud y…
− Sub stitute  Feb  3, lang uag e  mod ified
− Amend ment Feb  6, time line  mod ified  
− Amend ment Feb  14, VIMS shall d eve lop  p lans…

• 2022 O ce an Harve ste rs ne t sp ills
− July 5: Silve r Beach
− July 25: Picke tt Harb or, Kip top eke State  Park, Sunse t Beach



An Act to direct the Virginia Institute of Marine Science to develop plans for studying the ecology, fishery impacts, 
and economic importance of menhaden populations in the waters of the Commonwealth; report.

[S 1388]
Approved March 22, 2023

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

1. § 1. That the Virginia Institute of Marine Science (VIMS) shall develop plans for studying the ecology, fishery 
impacts, and economic importance of menhaden populations in the waters of the Commonwealth . Such plans 
shall (i) include anticipated methodologies, timelines, and costs; (ii) identify relevant stakeholders for participation; 
and (iii) state whether VIMS is the most appropriate entity to perform the study. In developing the plans, VIMS shall 
collaborate with and receive input from the Menhaden Management Advisory Committee established in § 28.2-
208.2 of the Code of Virginia and the Atlantic Menhaden Technical Committee of the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 
Commission and other relevant stakeholders.

VIMS shall, no later than September 1, 2023, provide a report on its findings to the Chairmen of the Senate 
Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Natural Resources and the House Committee on Agriculture, 
Chesapeake and Natural Resources and the Secretary of Natural and Historic Resources.

Virginia Senate Bill 1388



Stakeholder Workshop

• August 8 -9, 2023 –held at William & Mary

• 20 attendees –broad stakeholder representation

• Consensus based recommendations

• Themes: Ecology, Fishery Impacts, Economic Importance

• Collegial and productive



Ecology

1) Estimate  se asonal ab und ance  of Atlantic me nhad e n in 
Che sap e ake  Bay

2) Evaluate  move me nt rate s o f Atlantic me nhad e n b e twe e n the  
Atlantic coast and  Che sap e ake  Bay

3) Asse ss imp acts o f p re d ator d e mand  and  consump tion of 
Atlantic me nhad e n



Fishery Impacts

1) Analyze  sp atio te mp oral p atte rns in Atlantic me nhad e n 
comme rcial fishing  e ffort in Che sap e ake  Bay 

2) Asse ss the  p ossib ility of localize d  d e p le tion of Atlantic 
me nhad e n in Che sap e ake  Bay

3) Quantify chang e s in Che sap e ake  Bay re cre ational fishe rie s



1) Asse ss e conomic imp acts o f manag e me nt d e cisions on Atlantic 
me nhad e n fishe rie s and  re late d  ind ustrie s

2) Conte mp orary asse ssme nt o f social and  e conomic 
imp ortance  of Atlantic me nhad e n to  Che sap e ake  Bay re g ion

3) Quantify the  b ioe conomic imp act o f Atlantic fishe ry re movals 
from the  Che sap e ake  Bay to  those  from the  Atlantic coast

Economic Importance



Legislative Sessions

• 2024: HB 19 Atlantic menhaden (R. Lee Ware)
− Continue d  to  2025 in Rule s (vo ice  vo te )

• 2025: HB 2723 Atlantic me nhad e n (P.V. Mild e )
− Le ft in Rule s



Science Center for Marine Fisheries 
SCeMFiS

NSF Industry/University Cooperative Research Center

• O ctob e r 2025: fund e d  d e ve lop me nt o f a road map  to  
scie ntifically d e rive  Che sap e ake  Bay harve st cap

• De taile d  p lanning  stud y – comp lime ntary to  GA Re p ort

• Cond ucte d  b y Unive rsity o f Maryland , VIMS, and  NO AA
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