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MANAGING TIDAL 
WETLANDS IN VIRGINIA
Virginia’s wetlands management program is a robust 
cooperative state -local system established under 
Virginia Code Section 28.2 -1300 and is overseen by 
the Virginia Marine Resources Commission. 

Counties, cities, and towns with tidal wetlands have 
the option to adopt local ordinances and appoint local 
wetlands boards to implement the laws and regulations 
of the Commonwealth.

Over 70% of coastal local governments have chosen to 
establish a local program instead of relying on VMRC, 
including 13 out of 14 in Hampton Roads. 
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Wetlands improve water local surface water quality by helping to 
slow r uno ff, allowing fo r  infilt r at io n and re moval o f se dime nt s and 
nut r ie nt s. 

Water Quality

We t lands provide  cr it ical habit at  fo r  many diffe re nt  spe cie s o f 
p lant s and animals.

Habitat

We t lands provide  co mmunit ie s wit h nat ur al space s to  e njoy and 
improve  o ppo r t unit ie s fo r  fishing, b ird ing, and o t he r  act ivit ie s.

Recreation

We t lands he lp  pro te ct  sho re line s fro m e ro sio n cause d by t ide s and 
sto r m sur ge s. 

Resilience

MULTIPLE BENEFITS
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WETLANDS FOR 
RESILIENCE & 
WATER QUALITY
Local governments in Hampton Roads have incorporated wetlands 
enhancement, protection, and restoration into resilience projects to 
improve residents’ quality of life, enhance water quality, and protect 
from flooding. 

The St. Paul’s Blue/Greenway Project in Norfolk is part of a 
$1B redevelopment of a public housing project using nature -
based strategies to create a mixed - income, resilient 
community. 

ST. PAUL’S BLUE/GREENWAY 
NORFOLK
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Funding opportunities for multiple benefits projects include the 
N at io nal Co ast al Re silie nce  Fund, t he  N at io nal Fish and W ildlife  
Fo undat io n, t he  Sto r mwate r  Lo cal Assist ance  Fund, and t he  Co mmunit y 
Flo o d Pre pare dne ss Fund. 

The Lake Hampton retrofit is a $4M retrofit project that uses 
wetlands and other nature -based strategies to increase water 
storage capacity and improve water quality.

LAKE HAMPTON
HAMPTON

WETLANDS FOR 
RESILIENCE & 
WATER QUALITY
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GREATER INTEGRATION 
BETWEEN WETLANDS, 
CHESAPEAKE BAY, AND 
STORMWATER PROGRAMS 

01

OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR IMPROVEMENT

CREATION OF A NEW 
CATEGORY UNDER THE 
WETLANDS GUIDELINES 
FOR ENHANCEMENT OR 
RESILIENCE PROJECTS

02

INCENTIVES FOR 
EXPANDING LARGE - SCALE 
WETLANDS
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DEVELOPING GUIDANCE 
AND IMPLEMENTING THIN 
LAYER PLACEMENT AND 
BENEFICIAL USE OF 
DREDGE MATERIAL

04

OPPORTUNITIES  
FOR IMPROVEMENT

ALIGNMENT OF STATE 
FUNDING PROGRAMS TO 
INCENTIVIZE WETLANDS 
CREATION FOR RESILIENCE 
-  DIVERTING AND STORING 
WATER

05

ADJUSTING MITIGATION 
POLICY TO ALLOW “LIKE 
FOR LIKE” COMPENSATION 
OF IMPACTS TO 
VEGETATED AND NON -
VEGETATED WETLANDS
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