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CHESAPEAKE

Conservation inspires us

Now the work begins
Haiku credit: Mike Slatter
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That includes:

10% ofinsects%
40% of amphibiansﬂ*

0,/ of reef corals, sharks,
33 %) and marine mammals qj

125%)

Could o extinct over
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CHESAPEAKE

Improve the functionality and connectivity of habitat for imperiled and
listed fish and wildlife

Improve water health to benefit both human and fish and wildlife
communities

Equitably connect people with nature to improve wellbeing and grow
support for restoration and conservation actions and funding

-\ Build capacity to access funding and implement coordinated restoration and
conservation activities; emphasis on underserved partners and communities
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WILD Grant Cycles (FY22 & FY23) LD

In 2 years, ~S28|VI

invested!

e 2022: awarded $3.5M to 12 projects
=total conservation impact of nearly $8M (>54M match)

e 2023: awarded $7.7M to 25 projects
=total conservation impact of nearly S20M (>512M match)

All reported data subject to change
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FY22 Wetland Funded Projects

* Restore a 100-acre tidal inlet on Kent Island (MD) that
has been plagued with deteriorating water quality and
habitat conditions

* Improve management of 147 acres of tidal wetlands for
waterfowl and recreational benefit (VA — Doe Creek)

* Permanently protect 300 acres of critical wildlife habitat
and marsh migration corridor between Blackwater
National Wildlife Refuge and the Nanticoke River
watershed (MD)

All reported data subject to change



CHESAPEAKE

* Create a Mussel Richness Map for Virginia and a Conservation Buffer Layer that will
prioritize buffer placement to best enhance mussel habitat (VA).

* Create a James River Basin Freshwater Mussel Restoration Plan that will serve as an
important tool for state government departments, federal agencies, nonprofits, and
funders in mussel restoration efforts in the James River (VA).

* Preserve and restore one of two remaining populations of the endangered James
spinymussel. Project will permanently protect a 40 acre tract critical to the resident
James spinymussel population (WV).

* Permanently protect 1,000 acres of critical habitat for Eastern brook trout, freshwater
mussels, several federally endangered species, and 60 other species of greatest
conservation need (WV).

* Complete aquatic organism passage projects on PA state game lands to benefit brook
trout and other important and at-risk aquatic species. Project will result in 20 additional
miles of accessible stream habitat through assessment and design, implementation,
and monitoring of culvert replacement projects (PA).

All reported data subject to change



FY23 WILD
Grant Impact:
Ecological

* Excellent coverage
of grant pillars
(WILD goals)

" Imperiled & Listed
spp...turtles,
mussels, fish,
birds, butterflies...

= Science and data
gaps

= Actions led by
Indigenous and
people of color

= Cross-
jurisdictional
management & .
capacity-building
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4 "\ * Permanently protect forest, wetland,
S Wl [ ollinator, and marsh habitat: >4,700ac

FY23 WILD Grant Impact: Ecological
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s W - Restore riparian forest and wetland
habitat: >32mi

* Improve river and trail recreational
access: >31mi

* Aquatic connectivity/river opened for
migratory species: >120mi

* Nature-based solutions for stormwater &
erosion management

All reported data subject to change
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FY23 WILD Grant Impact:
Connecting People with Nature

* Restore cultural connections
with living resources

* Equitable access

e Community led and
managed greenspaces and
pollinator habitat




FY23 WILD Grant Investments
in Underserved Communities
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* 83% of WILD proposals are doing conservation work in
places with more diversity, higher poverty and
unemployment, and lower household income, than the

national average!

» 65% of WILD proposals work in a highly underserved
community

° 89% of FY23 WILD funds will be invested in conservation
actions in underserved communities!

All reported data subject to change
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JEDIA Through Chesapeake WILD Grants

* Co-created the initial WILD RFP to reflect community and

regional conservation values and desired actions=> annual (fall)
review & refresh

* Presentation to WILD partner network about NFWF’s new DEIJ
Action Plan for The Chesapeake Bay Stewardship Fund =
standards and metrics adopted by WILD grant

* Monitor and track funding = where is S going relative to funding
priorities articulated by 5 pillars and RFP

* Invest in and continually enhance grant technical assistance to
meet capacity gaps =2 partnering with NFWF and CCP (and others)

All reported data subject to change



Chesapeake WILD FY24 RFP

® FY24 RFP release (late Jan/early Feb)

* Applicant Webinar (TBD)

* FieldDoc Webinar (TBD)

* Proposal Due Date (“mid-Apr)

* Proposal Review Period (Apr — Aug)
 Awards Announced (~Sept)

> Proposal Technical Assistance

® WILD Proposal Labs (Feb — Apr)

® Webinars (TBD)

® NFWEF Field Liaisons (year-round)

® One-on-one meetings (year-round)

THAT Q@

“| WINNING.3
o¢ GRANT

PROPOSAL

All reported data subject to change
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Questions? NS

Faren R. Wolter, Ph.D.
Collaboration Science Coordinator & Conservation Social Scientist

USFWS, Science Applications, Chesapeake Bay Field Office
Faren wolter@fws.gov
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