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• The adoption of the Maryland and Virginia Potomac River 
Compact of 1958 and the establishment of the Potomac 
River Fisheries Commission were in direct response to the 
historical conflicts between the MD & VA Oystermen and 
law enforcement during the late 1940’s and most of the 
1950’s

• PRFC held it’s 1st meeting in January, 1963

• The PRFC regulates all recreational and commercial 
fishing, crabbing, oyster harvesting and clamming in the 
main stem tidal Potomac River, issues licenses for those 
activities and monitors harvest 
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Potomac Oyster Bar 
Locations



PRFC Perspectives
The Potomac River Fisheries Commission 

functions as a “laboratory” of fisheries 
management 



PRFC OYSTER AQUASCULTURE 
CONSORTIUM



PRFC ROTATIONAL SPECIAL MANAGEMENT 
AREAS FOR OYSTERS



PRFC OYSTER SMA FOR ECOLOGICAL 
SERVICES
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PRFC OYSTER PROJECTS



PRFC COMMERCIAL CRABBING EFFORT 
ACCOUNTABILITY



PRFC COMMERCIAL CRAB MANAGEMENT
5.25” MINIMUM SIZE



PRFC Priorities
Water Quality



Potomac River Water Quality, TMDL 
Request

11/6/2018

Via Tom Parham

MD DNR

Resource Assessment Service



Oxygen Conditions in the Potomac River
(August 2018)

Cooler, bottom 
waters have 
insufficient oxygen 
for Bay fish (<3mg/l).

Minimum 
oxygen 
level for 
Bay fish 
(<3mg/l).

Oxygen

MD DNR Long-term 
Monitoring Program



Below Average Salinity since June 2018
(Route 301 Bridge/ Colonial Beach)

Maryland DNR Long-term station
National Data Buoy Center or NOAA buoys



TMDL Take-home Points
• Nutrient Reduction Works - Our long-term efforts to 

reduce pollution have led to local improvements in 
our air, land and water. We are seeing improving 
trends for Nitrogen and Phosphorus in the Potomac  
watershed.

• While benthic community conditions are still 
degraded, we are seeing improvements to the benthic 
community at some Potomac River sites. 

• Continue to Focus on Local Actions - Since even the 
smallest streams eventually drain to the Bay, 
waterway improvements start in the streams and 
rivers and eventually appear in Bay waters. 

• Take Part in developing WIP’s – Draft plans being 
developed over next several months by local 
jurisdictions to meet local, regional and watershed 
load allocations. 

• Challenges - However, more actions need to be 
completed to see visible improvements in the 
majority of the Bay’s tidal areas and reach our goal 
conditions for fish, crabs, oysters and bay grasses.



PRFC Priorities
FUNDING
REVENUE SOURCES

MD & VA Sport Licenses Commercial Licenses NOAA NRG

FY 2017-2018 Final
$817,399

MD & VA

SPORT

COMMERCIAL

NRG

NOAA



PRFC Priorities
MD & VA FUNDING of PRFC



Questions?

Contact: Martin L. Gary
Executive Secretary
Potomac River Fisheries Commission
martingary.prfc@gmail.com
800-266-3904

mailto:Martingary.prfc@verizon.net

