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WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?

• Builds Lifelong Habits: Instills sustainable 
habits, behaviors, and values in students.

• Reinforces Critical Thinking Skills: 
Encourages students to analyze complex 
issues, evaluate evidence, and consider 
multiple perspectives, empowering informed 
decision making and constructive dialogue. 

• Empowers Future Leaders: Cultivates a new 
generation of environmentally active leaders, 
workers, and community members capable of 
driving positive change and shaping a more 
sustainable future. 



What is a 
MWEE?
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F-ZUB2FbrV0
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https://www.chesapeakebay.net/what/what_guides_us/watershed_agreement


● GOAL: Enable students in the region to 
graduate with the knowledge and skills to act 
responsibly to protect and restore their local 
watershed

● OUTCOMES:
○ Hands-on Student Experiences (MWEEs)
○ Sustainable Schools
○ Supportive Policies & Metrics

ENVIRONMENTAL LITERACY GOAL



Sustainable, 
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WASHINGTON COUNTY

POPULATION
155,590 (2022)

Unemployment  Rate
3.1%

FOUNDED
1776

COUNTY 
SEAT

Hagerstown



SLIDESMANIA.COM

22,297

Washington County Schools at a Glance

Enrollment

5%

Graduation Rate

Demographics

90.75%

Free And Reduced Meals 
(FARMS)

Students With 
Disabilities

Multilingual Learners

60%

11.4%

58% Whit e
15% Afr ican American

15% Hispanic
9% Two or  more races

3% Ot her



2020 a turning point

Recent Commitment to 
E- Lit
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A District Level 
Inves tment

Dedica ted Staff



Meeting the needs 
of our s tudents



MWEEs, E-Lit Standards, and multidisciplinary 
collaboration

Building E - Lit  in to the  
curriculum
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Evaluating the 
present



Meaningful 
Watershed 

Educat ional 
Experiences  

(MWEE)

Issue Identification Outdoor Field Experiences

Synthesis & Conclusions Action Projects



MWEE in Every Grade Band
Pre  K - 2
(Grade  2)
Earth’s  

surface  /  
pollut ion

High School 
(Biology)

Ecosys tem Health

Grades  3- 5
(Grade  4 )

Pollina tors

Middle  School - Grade  6  - Organisms , Popula t ions  & Ecosys tems  /  Musse ls  
Grade  7 - Reducing Carbon Footprin t s

Grade  8  - Chemica l Reac t ions  & Wate r Quality 



Professional Development, Student Experiences, 
MWEE Mentors, and funding

Implementation
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Professional Development
Summer PD

MWEE Linke rs

Evening PD

MWEE Mentors  /  
Fa irview Staff



Student Experiences
Fairview 
Outdoor 
School

Loca l 
Schoolyard /  
Community 



Partnerships, Funding, and Preparing Students 
for the Future

Community 
Connect ions
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Funding

  



Community Partnerships

Wash Co. 
Government  
Wate rshed 
Spec ia lis t



Preparing Students for the Future
Caree r 

Opportunit ie s

In te rnship 
Opportunity 

Database

CTE 
Apprent iceship 

Program

Caree r Event  with  
MAEOE



1.
STATUS
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NOTABLE ACCOMPLISHMENTS
● Established & supported state networks
● Produced MWEE Guidance Documents
● State Accomplishments

○ Maryland
■ New Governor Moore Executive Order
■ Environmental Literacy Framework

○ Virginia 
■ EE Coordinator Positions @ DCR
■ EL Strategic Plan

○ Pennsylvania 
■ STEELS Standards of Learning
■ IU Coordination



● Environmental Literacy Plan/Framework & 
Standards of Learning

● State Network(s)
● Dedicated staff at Department of Education & Natural 

Resource Agencies
● Adequate response to ELIT survey
● Funding to support implementation

STATE LEVEL CONDITIONS FOR SUCCESS



STATE LEVEL CONDITIONS FOR SUCCESS

EL Plan/
Framework

Standards 
of Learning

State 
Network(s)

Dedicated 
Staff (DOE)

Dedicated 
Staff (NR)

Progress 
Measures
(ELIT)

State/
District $$

MD

PA

VA



IMPACTS of COVID ON EDUCATION

▸ COVID-19 impacts are long-lasting and multi-
dimensional

▹ Teacher and administrator turnover is huge

▹ School leadership attention is focused on 
impacts of COVID (learning loss, behavior 
issues, mental health, etc)

▹ Time and resources for science and social 
studies reduced, focus on math and english 
language arts



Distri
ct 
Prepa
redne
ss District 

Preparedness



Distri
ct 
Prepa
redne
ss

Elementary



Distri
ct 
Prepa
redne
ss

Middle



Distri
ct 
Prepa
redne
ss

High





2.
RECOMMENDATIONS
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RECOMMENDATIONS - MD

● Identify funding for transportation, 
program supplies, and professional development 
as highlighted in ELIT survey results

● Continue support for Maryland Green Schools

● Support a full-time network coordinator for the 
MD Environmental Literacy Advisory Network



RECOMMENDATIONS - PA

● Identify funding to support Intermediate Unit 
and District implementation of MWEEs as defined
in STEELS

● Support a full-time network coordinator for the 
PA Environmental Literacy Network

● Provide professional development to support 
MWEE elements as identified in ELIT survey



RECOMMENDATIONS - VA

● Identify funding for environmental literacy
programming, including MWEEs

● Establish mechanism to ensure state agency 
collaboration in support of the EL goal of the
Chesapeake Bay Watershed Agreement

● Provide professional development to support 
MWEE elements as identified in ELIT survey

● Support a full-time network coordinator for the 
Virginia Environmental Literacy Network
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