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A National Park Unit
for the Chesapeake

The CNRA would elevate
Individual sites of cultural,
historic, environmental, and

recreational importance across ~
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The designation of National
Recreation Area would help ’
conserve the Bay, increase ‘.
public access, and deliver
additional federal resources to

spur economic growth and

prosperity.




CNRA Timeline

1986:First call for a Chesapeake National PArIR ST F2NJ a0 NAy3a 2F L
based sites around Chesapeake

2004 NPS releases a special resource studk/ that finds the Chesapeake Bay is ,
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2019:Sen. Van Hollen begins working with Rep. Sarbanes, requesting drafting service
from NPS to outline legislation.

2020:Maryland Governor Larry Hogan and Virginia Governor Ralph Northam share their
backing in letters to Congress.

2021:Thelawmakers announce a working group to foster further discussion with
stakeholders and community members on the project.

2022:The lawmakers release a set of guiding principles and a draft legislative text.




CNRA Guiding Principles

Senator Van Hollen and Congressman Sarbanes believe that any legislation creating a
Chesapeake National Recreation Area should align with the following principles, which were
developed in collaboration with the CNRA Working Group:

1. National Significance of Bay 6. Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion

2. Landbased Proposal 7. Increasing Public Access

3. Respect Land Rights 8. Increasing Tourism in the Bay Watershed
4. Public Engagement 9. Creating a Culture of Stewardship

5. Alignment with Goals of the Chesapeake 10.Citizen Advisory Commission

Bay Agreement

www.vanhollen.senate.qgov/cnra



http://www.vanhollen.senate.gov/cnra

CNRA Advisory Commission

The Advisory Commission of 19 members will represent Maryland and Virginia equally.

Membership will consist of:
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8 representatives witlknowledge of environmental, recreational, environmental justice,
cultural or historic resources, education, or interpretation

2 representatives witlknowledge of the agricultural interests of the Bay

2 representatives witlknowledge of the commercial fishing interests of the Bay

2 youth representatives

2 Tribal representativegrom state and federally recognized Tribes that are traditionally
associated with the Chesapeake Bay;

2 representatives, $elected by each of the Governors of Maryland and Virgjraad

the Executive Director of the Chesapeake Bay Commission



Thomas Point Shoal Lighthou




Proposed CNRA LegislawiiLL

1 Permit the NPS to acquire or partner with Burtis House, Whitehall Manor, Thomas Point

Shoal Lighthouse, and the North Beach of Fort Montoeserve as the first sites within the

CNRA;

Establish a CNRA Advisory Commisssbiocal stakeholders who will advise NPS;

ONLY allow NPS to acquire additional lands or property through voluntary means

donation, purchase from a willing seller, exchange, or transfer from another agency in

consultation with the CNRA Advisory Commission; A A A
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management agreementwith and provide federal funding to eligible entities that wish to be
iIncluded in the CNRA, in consultation with the CNRA Advisory Commission.
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Proposed CNRA LegislaWiLL NOT

1 Authorize NPS tampose any additional regulations on recreational or commercial business
activitiesin the Chesapeake Bay waters, including existing water navigation and fishing
activities;

Authorize NPS tgupersede state authorityn fish and wildlife management efforts

Authorize NPS tacquire property from unwilling landownersnor
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Authorize NPS to impose any additional regulations governing 1pamticipating private or
public landowners




Draft Legislation
Release

Public Comment Period:
11/14/2022¢ 05/01/2023
www.vanhollen.senate.gov/cnra
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Following public input and
revisions, the bill will be
introduced in Congress.

Once passed, the CNRA Advisory
Commission will start developing
criteria and a multyear public
engagement effort will begin to
create NPS planning documents.



http://www.vanhollen.senate.gov/cnra

NPS Planning and Management

{ Management planning Is \ P] |
required by law (54 USC -l T e h/
100502) for eaCh N PS un|t sgxérc\gizm s Strategy '""‘f,i’":’t:"‘ 4 ‘S:or Use

1 A park's planning portfolio
extends from the foundation
document to sitespecific
resource and visitor use Repor Concept iy
management plans, creating a
logical, trackable guide for =h

future park mMan agement Park Planning Includes Purpose}t:l»lx
aCtiOnS_ Civic Engagement and Public Review

Wildlife
Cultural Management Leasing
Landscape Plan Strategy Developmen, .
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NPS Planning: Specific Features

1 Transportation and development plag$ months to 2 years

1 Active Transportation Planning Assistangeminimum of 6 months:
This planning assistanceprovides [X] professionaltransportation planning support and technical
assistancel...], particularly for efforts that reach outside NPSboundaries Highlights alternative
transportation systemsand projects[in NPSunits] and increasinglyrequiresworking with state and
local governmentsand other partners [Helps]parks identify and engagepartners and stakeholders,
evaluate constraints, and/or develop collaborative action plans to coordinate park and LJ- NJi Y S NA ¢
commitmentsto projectimplementation.

{ Cultural and natural resource preservatiomearly two dozen plans and
studies, timelines vary

1 ldentification of visitor carrying capacity



Existing National Recreation Areas

Boston Harbor Islands NRA: M

A

Golden Gate NRA: CA

Gateway NRA: NJ/NY




