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Climate Resilience Programs At-A-Glance 

 

 
Pennsylvania Maryland Virginia 

Land Use, Planning and 

Zoning 

• Riparian Forest Buffer 

requirements for 

construction under an 

NPDES permit 1 

• Updates to Stormwater 

BMP Manual in progress2 

• Environmental Site 

Design/Stormwater Regs3 

• Chesapeake and Atlantic 

Coastal Bays Critical 

Area4 

• Tidal Wetlands Protection5 

• Nontidal Wetlands 

Protection6 

• Living Shorelines 

Protection Act7 

• Chesapeake Bay 

Preservation Act8 

• Hampton Roads 

Comprehensive Planning 

for Sea Level Rise and 

Recurrent Flooding9 
• Tree replacement and 

conservation during 

development10 

Entities/Funds created to 

address Resilience 

• Climate Change Advisory 

Committee11 

• Maryland Commission on 

Climate Change 

(MCCC)12 

• Coast Smart Council13 

• CoastSmart Communities 

Program14 

• Resilience Authorities15 

• Green Infrastructure 

Resilience Grant 

Program16 

• Resiliency through 

Restoration Initiative17 

• Community Flood 

Preparedness Fund18 

• Commercial Property 

Assessed Clean Energy 

and Resilience (C-

PACER)19 

• Middle Peninsula & 

Northern Neck 

Chesapeake Bay Public 

Access Authorities20 

• Middle Peninsula & 

Northern Neck Living 

Shoreline Incentive 

Programs21 
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Pennsylvania Maryland Virginia 

• Eastern Shore 

Conservation Alliance22 
• Carbon Sequestration Task 

Force23 
• Special Assistant to the 

Governor for Coastal 

Adaptation and 

Protection24 

Green Infrastructure & 

Resilient Building 

Requirements 

 

• High Performance Building 

Program (financial 

incentives)25 

• Buildings must meet 

International Energy 

Conservation Code, with 

PA-specific amendments.26 
 

• Green Building Council27 

• Coast Smart Construction 

Program28 

• Green Infrastructure 

Resilience Program29 

• Sea Level Rise Inundation 

and Coastal Flooding - 

Construction, Adaptation, 

and Mitigation30 

• Living Shoreline 

Requirements31 

• Wastewater Infrastructure 

Policy32 

• Resiliency for Statewide 

Transportation Plan33 

• Repetitive loss disclosure34 
• Flood Risk Management 

Standards for state-owned 

buildings35 

Research & Education 

• PA Climate Action Plan36 

• DCNR Climate Change 

Adaptation & Mitigation 

Plan37 

• SRBC Draft 

Comprehensive Plan38 

• Maryland’s Climate 

Leadership Academy39 

• MCCC Education 

Communications and 

Outreach Working 

Group40 

• Coastal Atlas41 

• Maryland Coastal 

Adaptation Report Card42 

• Maryland Sea Grant43 

• Virginia’s Coastal 

Resilience Master Plan 

(expected Fall, 2021) 44 
• ADAPTVA Evidence-

based Planning Tool45 

• Coastal Zone Management 

Program46 
• Commonwealth Center for 

Recurrent Flooding 

Resiliency47 
• Old Dominion University 

Resilience Collaborative48 
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Pennsylvania Maryland Virginia 

• Center for Coastal 

Resources Management at 

the Virginia Institute of 

Marine Science49 

• Virginia Coastal Policy 

Center at William & Mary 

Law School50 

• Virginia Sea Grant51 

• Flood Awareness Week52 

 

 
1 Act 162 of 2014; DEP Technical Guidance 
2 Under contract with Villanova University, Dr. Robert Traver is the project lead. 
3 Maryland Stormwater Manual. 
4 Annotated Code of Maryland, Natural Resources Article §8-1801 et seq. 
5 Annotated Code of Maryland, Environment Article §16-101 et seq. 
6 Annotated Code of Maryland, Environment Article §5-901 et seq. 
7 Annotated Code of Maryland, Environment Article §16-201 et seq. (program details) 
8 Code of Virginia § 62.1-44.15:67 - 79. 
9 Code of Virginia § 15.2-2223.3.  
10 Code of Virginia § 15.2-961. 
11 Mandated by Act 70 of 2008.  Membership and Meeting info here.   
12 Annotated Code of Maryland, Environment Article §2-1301 et seq. 
13 Annotated Code of Maryland, Natural Resources Article §3-1001 et seq. (program details) 
14 CoastSmart Community Program. 
15 Annotated Code of Maryland, Local Governments Article §22-101 et seq. 
16 Green Infrastructure Resilience Program. 
17 Resiliency through Restoration Initiative. 
18 Code of Virginia § 10.1-603.25.  
19 Code of Virginia § 15.2-958.3. 
20 Code of Virginia § 15.2-6600. & § 15.2-6626. 
21 Code of Virginia § 62.1-229.5. 

 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/Legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=2014&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=162
http://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pabull?file=/secure/pabulletin/data/vol45/45-12/514.html
https://www1.villanova.edu/villanova/engineering/faculty/biodetail.html?mail=robert.traver@villanova.edu&xsl=bio_long
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/water/stormwatermanagementprogram/pages/stormwater_design.aspx
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=gnr&section=8-1801&enactments=false
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=gen&section=16-101&enactments=False&archived=False
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=gen&section=5-901&enactments=false
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=gen&section=16-201&enactments=false
https://mde.state.md.us/programs/Water/WetlandsandWaterways/Pages/LivingShorelines.aspx
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacodefull/title62.1/chapter3.1/article2.5/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title15.2/chapter22/section15.2-2223.3/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title15.2/chapter9/section15.2-961/
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/LI/US/HTM/2008/0/0070..HTM
https://www.dep.pa.gov/Citizens/climate/Pages/CCAC.aspx
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=gen&section=2-1301&enactments=False&archived=False
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=gnr&section=3-1001&enactments=false
https://dnr.maryland.gov/climateresilience/Pages/cs_Council.aspx
https://dnr.maryland.gov/ccs/coastsmart/Pages/default.aspx
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=glg&section=22-101&enactments=false
https://dnr.maryland.gov/ccs/Pages/GIR.aspx
https://dnr.maryland.gov/ccs/Pages/Resiliency-through-Restoration.aspx
../../../../../Climate%20Change/§%2010.1-603.25.
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title15.2/chapter9/section15.2-958.3/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title15.2/chapter66/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title15.2/chapter66.1/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title62.1/chapter22/section62.1-229.5/
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22 “Conservation Alliance formed for Virginia’s Eastern Shore.” August 3, 2020.  
23 Senate Bill 1374 of the 2021 Virginia General Assembly Session. Effective date of July 1, 2021. Report due to General Assembly prior to start of 2022 Session. 
24 Code of Virginia § 2.2-435.11. 
25 Alternative Energy Investment Act, § 307(c).  More information here. 
26 2018 UCC update. 
27 Annotated Code of Maryland, State Finance and Procurement Article §4-801 et seq. (program details) 
28 Annotated Code of Maryland, Natural Resources Article §3-1001 et seq. (program details) 
29 Green Infrastructure Resilience Program 
30 Annotated Code of Maryland, Natural Resources Article §3-1001 et seq. 
31 Code of Virginia § 28.2-104.1.  
32 Chapter 382, Virginia Acts of Assembly, 2021 Special Session I. Effective July 1, 2021.  
33 Chapter 52, Virginia Acts of Assembly, 2021 Special Session I. Effective July 1, 2021. 
34 Chapter 323, Virginia Acts of Assembly, 2021 Special Session I.  
35 Executive Order 45. Office of the Governor, Commonwealth of Virginia, November 15, 2019. 
36 Mandated by Act 70 of 2008, §7; Submitted to Governor in 2019. 
37 https://www.dcnr.pa.gov/Conservation/ClimateChange/Pages/default.aspx  
38 Climate Change is a “cross-cutting challenge” in the draft document. 
39 Maryland Climate Leadership Academy. 
40 Maryland Climate Change Commission Education, Communication, Outreach Work Group. 
41 Coastal Atlas. 
42 Maryland Coastal Adaptation Report Card 
43 Maryland Sea Grant. 
44 Executive Order 24. Office of the Governor, Commonwealth of Virginia, November 2, 2018. 
45 ADAPTVA 
46 Virginia Coastal Zone Management Program. 
47 Chapter 440, Uncodified Acts of Assembly, Virginia General Assembly 2016 Session. 
48 Old Dominion University Resilience Collaborative. 
49 Center for Coastal Resources Management at the Virginia Institute of Marine Science. 
50 Virginia Coastal Policy Center at William & Mark Law School. 
51 Virginia Sea Grant. 
52 Governor’s Proclamation for Flood Awareness Week. March 14, 2021. 

https://www.nature.org/en-us/newsroom/eastern-shore-conservation-alliance-formed/
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?212+sum+SB1374
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title2.2/chapter4.2:1/section2.2-435.11/
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/li/uconsCheck.cfm?yr=2008&sessInd=1&act=1
https://dced.pa.gov/programs/high-performance-building-program-hpb/
http://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pabull?file=/secure/pabulletin/data/vol48/48-39/1524.html
../../../../../Climate%20Change/Green%20Building%20Council
https://dgs.maryland.gov/pages/greenbuilding/index.aspx
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=gnr&section=3-1001&enactments=false
https://dnr.maryland.gov/climateresilience/Pages/cs_Council.aspx
https://dnr.maryland.gov/ccs/Pages/GIR.aspx
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=gnr&section=3-1001&enactments=false
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title28.2/chapter1/section28.2-104.1/
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?212+ful+CHAP0382+pdf
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?211+sum+SB1350
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?212+ful+CHAP0323+pdf
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/executive-actions/EO-45-Floodplain-Management-Requirements-and-Planning-Standards-for-State-Agencies,-Institutions,-and-Property.pdf
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/LI/US/HTM/2008/0/0070..HTM
https://www.dep.pa.gov/Citizens/climate/Pages/PA-Climate-Action-Plan.aspx
https://www.dcnr.pa.gov/Conservation/ClimateChange/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.srbc.net/our-work/programs/planning-operations/comprehensive-plan.html
https://www.mdclimateacademy.org/
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/Air/ClimateChange/MCCC/Pages/ECO.aspx
https://dnr.maryland.gov/ccs/coastalatlas/Pages/default.aspx
https://mdcoastaladaptation.net/
https://www.mdsg.umd.edu/
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/executive-actions/ED-24-Increasing-Virginias-Resilience-To-Sea-Level-Rise-And-Natural-Hazards.pdf
http://adaptva.com/
https://www.deq.virginia.gov/get-involved/coastal-zone-management
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/uncodifiedacts/2016/session1/chapter440/
https://www.odu.edu/impact/initiatives/resiliencecollaborative
https://www.vims.edu/ccrm/
https://law.wm.edu/academics/programs/jd/electives/clinics/vacoastal/index.php
https://vaseagrant.org/
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/executive-actions/EO-45-Floodplain-Management-Requirements-and-Planning-Standards-for-State-Agencies,-Institutions,-and-Property.pdf

