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NRCS invests an average of $8 million every day 
into conservation systems that help producers stay profitable and 

productive. 

NRCS Perspective: Private Lands Conservation
• 23% of the CB Watershed is private ag 

land; other is private forestland. 
• Our environment depends on the 

decisions private landowners make 
every day.

• NRCS helps producers develop 
conservation plans >300,000 
acres/year.

• Practices implemented to improve 
water quality >350,000 acres/year; to 
improve soil quality >250,000 
acres/year.

• NRCS works closely with State and 
Local leaders and partners





NRCS invests an average of $8 million every day 
into conservation systems that help producers stay profitable and 

productive. 

Chesapeake Bay Action Plan summarizes NRCS Priorities



Financial + Technical 
Assistance 

Financial + Technical 
assistance working 

together 
= 

More conservation on 
the ground



NRCS invests an average of $8 million 
every day 

into conservation systems that help 
producers stay profitable and 

productive. 



2018 Farm Bill and NRCS Conservation Programs

• The 2018 Farm Bill, like the others before it, 
demonstrates strong congressional support for 
private lands conservation. 

• It will help NRCS continue its work to streamline, 
target and simplify our programs, and will help us 
fulfill the Secretary’s additional goal of improving 
overall customer service. 

• No new NRCS programs were added, and none 
were eliminated. RCPP especially changed.

• NRCS will continue to offer the programs and 
assistance producers and partners have come to 
expect.

• NRCS developing Rules now



Conservation Technical Assistance 
NRCS Conservation Programs

Financial Assistance Programs
AMA Agricultural Management 
Assistance
CSP Conservation Stewardship 
Program
EQIP Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program

Easement Programs
ACEP Agricultural Conservation 
Easements
ALE Agricultural Land Easements
WRE Wetland Restoration Easements
HFRP Health Forest Reserve Program

RCPP Regional Conservation Partnership Program



Environmental Quality Incentives Program

• Retains the $450,000 payment cap
• Adds soil testing and soil remediation 
• Expands the list of conservation activity plan types 
• Raises cap for organic producers to $140,000 over six 

years (v. $80,000)
• Allows 5-10 year contracts
• Allows states to designate up to 10 high priority practices 

be eligible for increased payments, not to exceed 90% of 
the cost

• Allows for identification of new resource concerns, such 
as mitigating against weather volatility

• Adds feral swine control program with APHIS



Conservation Stewardship Program

• Converts allocations from acreage to dollar allocation.
• Retains the $200,000 total payment cap 
• Increases payment rates for adoption of cover crops, 

rotations and advanced grazing management.
• Authorizes contract extensions to facilitate renewal under 

new program authority.
• Provides specific support for organic and transitioning to 

organic production activities.
• Includes special grassland conservation initiative for certain 

producers who have maintained cropland base acres.

that help producers stay profitable and productive. 



Agricultural Conservation Easement Program

• Authorizes assistance to partners who pursue 
‘Buy-Protect-Sell’ transactions.

• Requires a conservation plan for highly erodible 
land protected by an agricultural land easement.

• Increases flexibility for partners to meet ALE cost-
share matching requirements.

• Water quality is now a program purpose for 
enrollment of wetland reserve easements.

• Expands wetland types eligible for restoration and 
management under wetland reserve easements. 

that help producers stay profitable and productive. 



Regional Conservation Partnership Program

• Authorizes RCPP contracts rather than requiring enrollment 
through other program authorities.

• Expands flexibility for alternative funding
• Expands availability of small watershed program authorities 

to projects outside critical conservation areas.
• Eliminates national pool
• Funding formula changed from $100 M to $300 M/year; 

eliminates 7% set-aside from covered programs.
• Agreements may be renewed noncompetitively for up to five 

years. 
• NOTE FOR CBC:  RCPP could offer more opportunities for 

you and states.



NRCS invests an average of $8 million every day 
into conservation systems that help producers stay profitable and 

productive. 





Resource Concern Priorities:  Water Quality

NRCS will continue to address water quality 
concerns through EQIP, CSP and RCPP. 

This Conservation Title also requires collaboration 
with community water systems and state technical 
committees. A minimum level of 10 percent of 
conservation program funding, other than CRP, is 
to be used for source water protection.

Water quality and water quantity practices that 
protect source water may have increased 
payment rates (not to exceed 90%)



Source Water Protection

Certain entities, such as 
states, irrigation districts 
and groundwater 
management districts, 
are now eligible for 
water conservation and 
system efficiency 
practices



Soil Health

EQIP expands opportunities for Conservation 
Activity Plans to include soil health planning, 
planning for resource conserving crop rotations, 
and precision conservation management planning. 

Soil testing was added as an eligible practice 
under EQIP.

CSP expands conservation activities to include soil 
health planning, and highlights building soil organic 
matter through the adoption of resource 
conserving crop rotations.



Wildlife Habitat

Wildlife resource concerns are supported 
through the Working Lands for Wildlife effort, 
through ACEP-WRE, and through increased 
funding levels through EQIP (now 10% v. 5%)



NRCS invests an average of $8 million every day 
into conservation systems that help producers stay profitable and 

productive. 

Learn about 2018 Farm Bill Conservation Programs at State Technical Committees



NRCS invests an average of $8 million every day 
into conservation systems that help producers stay profitable and 

productive. 

Information on NRCS activities is at each state’s NRCS “Newsroom” Web Page 



NRCS invests an average of $8 million every day 
into conservation systems that help producers stay profitable and 

productive. 

Get current Programs information on NRCS State “Programs” Web Page



Challenges of Implementation

1. Permits needed before enrollment (e.g., 
CREP for stream crossings)

2. Variation of implementation across states 
due to state laws

3. Counting voluntary conservation practices 
in Bay model and privacy constraints



Chesapeake Bay Executive Order Strategy : 
Accelerate Conservation Adoption



2008 Farm Bill: Section 1619 Information 
Gathering



2008 Farm Bill: Section 1619 Information 
Gathering

Under section 1619 of the Food, Conservation and Energy Act 
of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 8791), USDA is generally prohibited from 
releasing information collected to those outside of USDA that: 

*Is provided by an ag producer or owner of ag land
*provides info about the ag operation, farming and 
conservation practices or the land itself
*is information the producer provides in order to participate in 
a USDA program

The prohibition also extends to geospatial information about 
agricultural land or operations



2008 Farm Bill: Section 1619 Information
There are four exceptions:
* payment information….if you receive payments then it 
becomes public info
* statistical or aggregated info
* with consent of producer
* authorized disclosure to cooperator if…

*the partner is working in cooperation with USDA
*partner provides technical or financial assistance 

under a USDA program
*the Sec determines the info will not be 

subsequently disclosed.   





Thank you!

Terrell.erickson1@wdc.usda.gov
(202) 720-9480

mailto:Terrell.erickson1@wdc.usda.gov
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