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ALL UNITS OF THE NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM ARE BOUND BY THE 1916 
ORGANIC ACT  AS AMENDED EXCEPT WHEN DIRECTED BY CONGRESS.

“

…to conserve the scenery and the natural and historic objects and the wild life 
therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the same in such manner and by such 
means as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations that 
these areas, though distinct in character, are united through their inter-related 
purposes and resources into one national park system as cumulative expressions 
of a single national heritage…authorization of activities shall be construed and the 
protection, management, and administration of these areas shall be conducted in 
light of the high public value and integrity of the National Park System and shall 
not be exercised in derogation of the values and purposes for which these various 
areas have been established, except as may have been or shall be directly and 
specifically provided by Congress..”

National Park  vs. National Recreation Area
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