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▪ 444 miles long - Lake Otsego to Chesapeake Bay

▪ 18 million gal. of freshwater into Bay per minute – 50% of total

▪ Drains 27,510 sq. mi. – 46% of PA / 2nd largest watershed in east

▪ 49,000 miles of streams in watershed with 31,194 names

▪ 3.8 million people live in the watershed

Susquehanna Facts



260-325 Million Years

The River is Really Old

River Potholes, Falmouth, PA



The River Starts Small

Lake Otsego, Cooperstown, NY



Gets Really Wide

Fishing at Veterans Memorial Bridge, Wrightsville, PA



And Shallow

Lloyd Mifflin, Rocks of the Susquehanna, 1891



Except Where It’s Narrow & Deep



The Bay is the River



The Bay is the River



10 Highest Historical Crests of the Susquehanna River:

1865, 1889, 1894, 1902, 1936, 1972, 1975, 1996, 2004, 2011

Agnes: 48 deaths, $2 Billion in Damage
Streamflow: 1,020,000 cfs

The River Floods

Peter Paone, Agnes Susquehanna, Born 1972, 2006, 2006



Along With Its Tributaries

Mine Run, Accomac, York County, PA, August 31, 2018



The River Freezes

Pinnacle Overlook, Lancaster County, PA



And Sometimes it Freezes and Floods

Long Level, York County, PA



The River is Historic

Susquehanna River Petroglyphs, Near Safe Harbor Dam, Lancaster County, PACaptain John Smith’s Map of the Chesapeake Bay, 1612



The River is Historic

Second Continental Congress Escapes Across the Susquehanna, 1777-1778



The River is Historic

Burning of the Columbia-Wrightsville Bridge, June 28, 1863



The River is Historic

Three Mile Island Nuclear Accident, March 28, 1979



Benjamin West, A View on the Susquehanna, 1767

“Let us lie here along the reedy shore

Where Susquehanna spreads her liquid miles,

To watch the circles from the dipping oar;

to see the halycon dip, the eagle soar;

to drift at dusk around these Indian isles,

or dream at noon beneath the sycamore ”
The Collected Sonnets of Lloyd Mifflin, 1907 

The River is Inspirational



And Sometimes it’s Inspirational and Historic

Priesthood Restoration Site, Harmony (Oakland Township), Pennsylvania  



The River is a Place for Recreation

Holtwood Whitewater Park, York County, PA



And for Learning

Canoemobile, Columbia River Park, Columbia, PA



The River is Economically Vital

John Wright Restaurant, Wrightsville, PA



The River is Economically Vital

Shank’s Mare Outfitters, Long Level, York County, PA



The River is Economically Vital



“And when I asked the name…and heard that it was called the 
Susquehanna, the beauty of the name seemed to be part and parcel of 
the beauty of the land…That was the name, as no other could be, for 

that shining river and desirable valley.”
Robert Louis Stevenson, 1879

Jasper Francis Cropsey, Starrucca Viaduct, 1865

The River is Beautiful



Barry Kidd, Wrightsville, PA

The River is Beautiful



Accomac Sunset, York County, PA

The River is Beautiful



Pinnacle Overlook, Lancaster County, PA

The River is Beautiful



Fishing Creek, York County, PA

The River is Beautiful



Lake Clarke, Lancaster & York Counties, PA

The River is Beautiful
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