
Marylandôs Forests: Past, Present and Future

Peter Claggett

Research Geographer, U.S. Geological Survey

Coordinator, CBP Land Use Workgroup

August 30, 2018
Chesapeake Bay Commission, Maryland Delegation Meeting

Crowne Plaza- Greenbelt, Maryland



άCƻǊŜǎǘǎέ Ǿǎ ά¢ǊŜŜ /ŀƴƻǇȅέ

άCƻǊŜǎǘέ = All standing trees and areas of tree harvest farther than 30-80 feet from buildings and 

forming contiguous patches at least one acre in extent.  These areas are presumed to have a minimally 

disturbed understory.

ά¢ǊŜŜ /ŀƴƻǇȅ ƻǾŜǊ ¢ǳǊŦ DǊŀǎǎέ Ґ ¢ǊŜŜ ŎŀƴƻǇȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ол ŦŜŜǘΩ ǘƻ ул ŦŜŜǘΩ ƻŦ ƴƻƴ-road impervious 
surfaces where the understory is assumed to be turf grass or otherwise altered through compaction, 
removal of surface organic material, and/or fertilization. 

ά¢ǊŜŜ /ŀƴƻǇȅ ƻǾŜǊ LƳǇŜǊǾƛƻǳǎ {ǳǊŦŀŎŜǎέ = Tree canopy over roads and non-road impervious surfaces.

Difference based on understory conditions (e.g., soils, herbs, and shrubs)
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Backcast2013 Land Use to 1985

Irani, F. M., & Claggett, P. (2010). Chesapeake Bay Watershed Land Cover 

Data Series. US Geological Survey Data Series, 505.
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Forecasted Land Use Change
2013 - 2025



 -

 500

 1,000

 1,500

 2,000

 2,500

 3,000

A
cr

e
s

 TCT_80s  TCT_90s  TCT_00s  TCT_13_25

ά¢ǊŜŜ /ŀƴƻǇȅ ƻǾŜǊ ¢ǳǊŦ DǊŀǎǎέ ¢ǊŜƴŘǎ
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