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A TRI-STATE PARTNERSHIP

PENNSYLVANIA MARYLAND VIRGINIA

REPRESENTATI\&WETT DELEGATE TAWANNA GAINE;S DELEGATE SCOTT \QMF'E_ .

CHAIR VICE-CHAIR g VICE-CHAIR &
OMMISSION MEMBERS WORK IN PARTNERSHIP TO ADDRESS ENVIRONMENTAL
Cchallenges across the watershed, relying on science and monitoring data to overcome
differences of party, background and culture in their home districts. As the only
signatory of the Chesapeake Bay Agreements that represents the legislative branch of
government, the Commission plays a unique policy and budget role.
2017 MEMBERS
The Hon. Garth D. Everett, Chairman ................. Pennsylvania House of Representatives
The Hon. Tawanna P. Gaines, Vice-Chair ........................ Maryland House of Delegates
The Hon. L. Scott Lingamfelter, Vice-Chair ....................... Virginia House of Delegates
The Hon. Richard L. Alloway Il ...t Senate of Pennsylvania
TheHon.MarkJ.Belton ...ttt Secretary of Natural Resources, Maryland
TheHon.DavidL.Bulova ...........ciiiiiiiiiii it iiaaanenns Virginia House of Delegates
The Hon.G.WarrenElliott ...t Pennsylvania Citizen Representative
The Hon.BernieFowler ..... ... ..o, Maryland Citizen Representative
The Hon.BarbaraA.Frush .......... .. i i, Maryland House of Delegates
The Hon. Keith Gillespie . ...........ccoiiiiiiiiinnnn... Pennsylvania House of Representatives
The Hon. GUY J. GUZZONE .......coittti i iee e eeenanaannns Senate of Maryland
The Hon. Emmett W. Hanger, Jr. . ...t i it Senate of Virginia
The Hon. Patrick McDonnell ............... Secretary of Environmental Protection, Pennsylvania
The Hon. MaggieMclIntosh ................c.coiieiiiiiiiinnnn, Maryland House of Delegates
The Hon. Thomas McLain “Mac” Middleton .................ccooviinn... Senate of Maryland
The Hon. MargaretB.Ransone ..............ccoiiiiiiiiininnnnnnnn. Virginia House of Delegates
The Hon. P. Michael Sturla .......................... Pennsylvania House of Representatives
The Hon.DennisH. Treacy . ..........c.oviiiiiiiiiiiiiiannnnnnnn Virginia Citizen Representative
The Hon. Frank W.Wagner . ...ttt aaaaaaeees Senate of Virginia
TheHon.MollyWard ...................ciiiinnnnn. Secretary of Natural Resources, Virginia
The Hon. Gene Yaw ... ...t eeennns Senate of Pennsylvania
Rear Admiral John C.Scorby, Jr. ... i e Naval Liaison

Member of the Executive Committee

A BI-PARTISAN APPROACH

HE CHESAPEAKE BAY COMMISSION IS A TRI-STATE LEGISLATIVE BODY CREATED

in the 1980s to advise the General Assemblies of Maryland, Pennsylvania and

Virginia on matters of Baywide concern. Twenty-one members (seven from each

state) define the Commission’s identity, determine its direction and share its
workload. Fifteen are state legislators, three are cabinet-level secretaries representing their
governors, and three are citizen representatives.

Despite its political composition, the Commission is bi-partisan and consensus-based.

Its mandate is to address a broad range of issues, taking into account the pollution sources,
land uses, living resources and human impacts that threaten the health of the Bay and its
watershed, a 64,000-square-mile area encompassing six states, our nation’s capital and 1,800
local governments.

The full range of urban, suburban and rural life enjoyed in the watershed is represented,
with each member contributing his or her unique perspective and expertise. Knowledge is
gained at quarterly Commission meetings and in the field through dialogue with constituents,
stakeholders and scientists.

Strategically, the Commission focuses on the activities and actions of the General
Assemblies of the three core Bay states of Maryland, Pennsylvania and Virginia. This
targeting of effort reflects the reality that these three states constitute over 80 percent of the
land area of the watershed and contribute nearly 90 percent of the nutrient loads.

Commission members, with the assistance of full-time staff in each state, craft, coordinate
and secure passage of laws and policies within andiacross the states, setting the bar for
legislative leadership in the watershed and balancing the complex ecological, social and
economic concerns that face the Bay's future. By law; the Commission also serves as a liaison

to the U.S. Congress on all matters — legislative and budgetary — of Baywide concern.
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COMMISSION MEMBERS VIEW GROUNDBREAKING STREAM HEALTH RESEARCH AT STROUD WATER RESEARCH CENTER, PA.
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... BUT CHALLENGES PERSIST

conditions in the Bay, several factors continue to

hinder progress. Population growth, intensive
agriculture, climate change and the disappearing
capacity of lower Susquehanna dams to trap nutrients
and sediment are causing experts to reexamine the
effort necessary to achieve sustainable health.

More than 18 million people now live in the
Chesapeake Bay watershed, a number that has
doubled since the 1950s and is still increasing. While
implementation of on-the-ground best management
practices has outpaced the effects of increased
wastewater flows, stormwater pollution continues
torise.

One-quarter of the Bay’s 64,000 square mile
watershed is used for agriculture, supplying roughly
half of the nitrogen, phosphorus and sediment to the
Bay. With 84,000 farms in the watershed — 30,000 in
Pennsylvania — here too, there is a lot to do.

Sea level rise, warmer water, and more intense
storm events further challenge restoration. Rising
sea level, exacerbated by land subsidence, threatens

D espite the encouraging news of improved

Annual mean sea level (mm), 1903-2015

not only to flood shoreline wetlands but also to
displace existing communities. Increased flooding
threatens to destabilize stream bank vegetation.
More intense storm events flush more nutrients and
sediments into the Bay. And warmer water leads to
reductions in oxygen content in the water.

But perhaps the largest threat lies in the nutrients
and sediment accumulating behind three large
hydroelectric dams on the Lower Susquehanna. Each
dam has created a giant settling pond upstream,
storing sediment and associated nutrients. Over
decades, the reservoir behind each dam has filled
with this material, first at Safe Harbor, then Holtwood
and now Conowingo.

The loss of trapping capacity at Conowingo, the
final dam in the sequence, has caused the entire
Lower Susquehanna to be in a state of “dynamic
equilibrium.” The loads-in now equal the loads-out.
The sediment and phosphorus that previously were
trapped are now flowing downstream unimpeded.
Therefore, despite reductions upstream, the loads at
Conowingo have increased, at least temporarily.

So long as the inputs upstream of the
Conowingo Dam continue to decrease,
the Susquehanna’s loads to the Bay
will ultimately decrease. But this will
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take expanded efforts, new funding and
time. In the meantime, who will take
responsibility for the pollutant loads no
longer captured by the dam?

As each state prepares its “Phase Ill”
Watershed Implementation Plan (WIP)
for the TMDL, these challenges must be
addressed. To be completed in 2018, the
WIPs will describe the suite of actions
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necessary to meet the 2025 clean water
deadline.
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HEADQUARTERS AND MARYLAND OFFI
60 West Street, Suite 406

Annapolis, MD 21401

410-263-3420

VIRGINIA OFFICE

General Assembly Building

201 N. 9th Street, Room 270
Richmond, VA 23219
804-786-4849

PENNSYLVANIA OFFICE

c/o Senate of Pennsylvania
Room G-05 North Office Building
Harrisburg, PA 17120
717-772-3651

www.chesbay.us
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4 Executive Director
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s, ajennings@ chesbay.us

Marel King
4 Pennsylvania Director
{ mking@chesbay.us

i Jennifer Donnelly
L Administrative Officer

jdonnelly@chesbay.us

Policy for the Bay
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