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How Did We Get Here?



The beaver population in North America in precolonial time is 
estimated to have been between 60 and 400 million 
individuals.



Beavers were functionally extinct from much of 
New England and the east coast by the early 1700s 



“This is not a land of  prospects.  There is too much wood.” – Early settler 

White Oak, West Virginia, 1913

























Anne Arundel County’s 
Strategy

Undertook Watershed Assessments for Each of the County’s 12 
Watersheds.

● Started around 2005.
● Completed in 2017 (Middle Patuxent)
● Involved the expenditure of over $5.8 million.
● Used Assessments to Drive Prioritization for Restoration and 

Preservation.  
● Stagger Restoration Based on Implementation Factors (e.g. 

Design Complexity, Permitting, Construction Funding). 
● Use Monitoring to Drive Restoration Management Decisions.
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Millrace Stormwater Wetland 
Retrofit
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Pre and Post Restoration 
Conditions
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Questions?

Erik Michelsen
Deputy Director, Anne Arundel County Public Works
Bureau of Watershed Protection & Restoration 
pwmich20@aacounty.org

aarivers.org
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