


The Chesapeake Bay Commission is a tri-state legislative body created in the 1980s to advise the General
Assemblies of Maryland, Virginia and Pennsylvania and the U.S. Congress on matters of Baywide
concern. The Commission’s twenty-one members are shared equally among the states. Fifteen are state
legislators, three are appointed representatives of the governors, and three are prominent citizens. The
Commission is a signatory to the many Chesapeake Bay agreements and serves as a prominent leader in
all aspects of the Bay’s restoration.

e By maintaining current funding levels for key programs such as
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), Conservation
Stewardship Program (CSP), Regional Conservation Partnership
Program (RCPP) and Agricultural Conservation Easement
Program (ACEP), and supplementing them with initiatives such as
the Chesapeake Bay States’ Partnerships Initiative (C-SPI) and
Climate-Smart Commodities, the progress towards meeting
Chesapeake Bay restoration goals would be maximized.

Chesapeake Bay Program

e An average of $173 million per year currently comes to the Chesapeake watershed through Farm Bill
conservation programs. An additional $73.7 million per year for ten years through supplemental
appropriations would fully fund the federal share for agricultural conservation called for in the states’
Watershed Implementation Plans.

e Full funding of the federal share will generate significant matching investments. Each federal dollar spent
leverages three more from state, local and private partners.

e Full funding of C-SPI at $73.7 million/year for ten years would be a 40
percent increase over existing Natural Resources Conservation Service
funding in the Chesapeake Bay region, requiring a similar increase in
technical assistance support.

e A robust, qualified workforce must be ready to fill these new positions
over the next five years. Stroud Waller ReSgarch Center

e Development of this workforce would be enhanced through new provisions in the Research & Extension
and/or Rural Development Titles to establish:

+ Experiences at the high school level, such as through FFA, to promote agricultural conservation as
a career path.

¢+ Programs at community colleges and technical schools that will provide students with the
opportunity to earn a certificate and enter the workforce after just two years.

+ Paid internships at both two-year and four-year institutions to give students in-the-field experience
working and talking with farmers. Employers have cited a lack of these skills as a barrier to hiring
successful technical assistance providers.
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Streamline amendments to state CREP agreements.

Enhance innovative delivery of RCPP.
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Simplify processing of invasive catfish harvested from the
Chesapeake Bay.







